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Breakout Sessions

4:00 to 5:00

Analytical Chemistry 201: Sampling, Sample
Preparation, Testing Methods, and the
Importance of Quality Assurance and Quality
Control Procedures

Moderator:  Justin Burmeister, Director, Applied Technical Services

Panel: Libby Davis, Science Manager, Center for
Environmental Health

Vineet Dubey, Founding Partner, Custodio & Dubey
Carla Kagel, President and CEO, K Prime Inc.
Gary Roberts, Partner, Dentons
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Justin Burmeister
Director, Applied Technical Services

Justin Burmeister currently holds the position of Director of Analytical Services and Business
Innovation for Applied Technical Services, LLC (ATS), an engineering, testing, inspection
and certification firm headquartered in Marietta, GA. Justin has worked at ATS for 19 years
and during that time has provided technical consulting to a variety of industries including

in the consumer products, automotive, aviation, power generation, defense and medical
device markets. He graduated from Mercer University and holds a degree in Chemistry,
Biochemistry and Business Administration.

Libby Davis
Science Manager, Center for Environmental Health

Libby Davis, Ph.D. is the Science Manager at the Center for Environmental Health, where
she evaluates and develops scientific approaches to reduce the public’s exposure to toxic
chemicals from food, water, air, and consumer products. Prior to joining CEH, Libby taught
Analytical and Environmental Chemistry at Butler University for ten years. She earned

her Ph.D. in Environmental Chemistry & Toxicology from Duke University and her B.A. in
Chemistry from St. Mary’s College of Maryland.

UsyQ |ednjAleuy

U

10Z Aas



Vineet Dubey
Founding Partner, Custodio & Dubey

Vineet Dubey is a co-founding partner of Custodio & Dubey LLP. Vineet has dedicated his career to
cleaning up the environment to ensure the safety of our planet for future generations. Vineet is a fierce
advocate who consistently takes on the largest corporations and their corporate defense counsel. Vineet

is an environmental litigator who sues companies that are endangering the health and well-being of
California citizens by selling products containing toxic chemicals. Because of Vineet’s advocacy, thousands
of products tainted with Lead, Cadmium, Phthalates, and other cancer-causing chemicals, have been
taken off the shelves and cleaned up.

Vineet has been recognized by the Daily Journal as the leading Proposition 65 Plaintiff's attorney in
California. According to the California Attorney General’s Office, he has settled more Proposition 65
matters than any other attorney in the country each of the last 3 years, forcing violators to pay millions of
dollars in civil penalties and fees. Vineet has consistently been in the news regarding his cases as well as
to comment upon other environmental matters. Recently Vineet authored the following piece in Bloomberg
Law regarding the 35th Anniversary of Proposition 65: https://news.bloomberglaw.com/environment-and-
energy/californias-proposition-65-continues-to-save-lives-35-years-later

Vineet’s parents immigrated to the United States from India in the 1970s, before settling down in Clinton,
Mississippi, where Vineet was raised and went to high school. After graduating from high school Vineet
moved to Houston, Texas to attend Rice University in 1998. After graduating from Rice, Vineet continued
moving west to Los Angeles to attend the UCLA School of Law, where he met Miguel during their first year
of law school. Throughout his life, living in different parts of the country, Vineet has met and created a
close network of friends, of all different races, ethnicities, and backgrounds, who have helped shaped the
way he views the world.

Vineet is married to his wife, Ritu, and they have 2 young boys, Vaughn and Reeve. When Vineet is not
at work, he is spending as much time as possible with his family, and they give him all the motivation he
needs to continue fighting and litigating for a cleaner, safer environment.

Education
*Bachelor of Arts, Political Science, Rice University, 2002.
«Juris Doctor, University of California, Los Angeles, 2005.
*Admitted to the State Bar of California and the U.S. District Court, Central District, California.

Practice Areas
*Proposition 65 Environmental Litigation

Carla Kagel
President and CEO, K Prime Inc.

Dr. Carla T. Kagel has 40 years of experience in Analytical Chemistry and Material Testing and Analysis.
She earned her BS in Biochemistry from Clemson University and her Ph.D. in Analytical Chemistry from
the University of Idaho. She specializes in trace methods of analysis, quality assurance of chemical
measurements, and interpretation of chemical measurement data.

She has worked as an analytical chemist since 1977, testing and reviewing data for hundreds of thousands
of samples for trace metals and other environmentally significant compounds for USEPA, USDoD, state
and regulatory agencies, and commercial enterprises, and has served as an expert witness in analytical
chemistry.

Formerly, she was employed as a Senior Quality Engineer at Rockwell International, conducting scanning
electron microscopy (SEM) and Auger electron spectroscopy for the microelectronics and aerospace
failure analysis laboratory, and testing materials for conformance with manufacturing requirements.

She later served as Laboratory Director for Environmental Research Group in Emeryville, CA testing local
and regional samples for compliance with environmental regulations, including participation in USEPA
Contract Laboratory Program. She was employed as Senior Project Engineer for Woodward-Clyde
Consultants (WCC) now URS, and was responsible for oversight of chemical measurement programs

for USEPA, USDoD, USAF, USDoE, in Pacific Region (California, Oregon, Washington, Hawaii, Alaska).
She provided consulting services in analytical chemistry for environmental investigation and remediation
programs, environmental litigation, and was Director of Operations for mobile on-site laboratories and the



WCC Analytical Laboratory.

Dr. Kagel is the founder of K Prime, Inc Consulting Analytical Chemists and Analytical Laboratory. The
laboratory is accredited by the California Department of Health Services, accredited internationally to ISO
17025, and approved as a third-party laboratory by US Consumer Product Safety Commission. The K
Prime Laboratory provides state of the art testing services for a wide range of regulated substances in
everyday consumer products such as foods, dietary supplements, personal care products, fabrics, and
toy, as well as in air, soil, and water samples. Dr. Kagel presently serves as President and Chief Executive
Officer of K Prime, Inc.

Gary Roberts
Partner, Dentons

A member of Dentons’ Litigation and Dispute Resolution practice and Environmental and Natural
Resources practice, Gary Roberts has extensive complex litigation, administrative advocacy and
counseling experience regarding environmental law, product liability and false advertising matters. His
experience includes state and federal litigation, as well as administrative advocacy before a wide range of
state and federal regulators.

Gary consistently has represented Fortune 500 companies and their trade associations in California
Proposition 65 litigation matters for more than 30 years. His representative litigation matters include cases
involving a wide variety of food products (e.g., spices, flavors, potato products, coffee, coloring, snacks),
apparel, hardware, plumbing products, leather and PVC products, health care products, leaded crystal,
adhesive products, lead foil wine capsules, diesel trucks and engines, zinc oxide products, prescription
products, nutritional products, jewelry, various plastics, air emissions issues and water discharge issues.
Gary has been selected on several occasions by defense groups to serve as liaison counsel in multi-
defendant and multi-plaintiff Proposition 65 and related cases. In addition to litigation under Proposition
65, Gary has defended related failure to warn and failure to disclose allegations of individual plaintiffs
and proposed class representatives under California’s Unfair Business Practices Act and California’s
Consumers Legal Remedies Act.

He also advises major corporations and trade associations on Proposition 65 administrative and
compliance matters. He has represented industries in connection with the successful removal of chemicals
from the list of chemicals regulated by Proposition 65, and he has represented industries and companies
in connection with the state’s determination not to add chemicals to the Proposition 65 list. He has

been successful in removing certain organizations from the list of entities considered “authoritative” on
reproductive toxicity issues under Proposition 65.

The state of California appointed Gary to a working group tasked with revising Proposition 65 warning
regulations. He has successfully advocated amendments to Proposition 65 regulations on a number of
occasions. Gary is active in Chamber of Commerce and other efforts regarding revisions to Proposition 65
and its regulations.

He has served on the editorial board of Proposition 65 News, and he is a regular speaker and author
on Proposition 65 topics. He wrote the chapter on Proposition 65 in the California Environmental Law
Handbook (8th, 9th and 10th eds.).



