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Breakout Sessions 					   
4:00 to 5:00 	
Litigating the Exposure Exemption Defense: 
Practical Tips and Experience from the Trenches
	 Moderator:	 Greg Sperla, Partner, DLA Piper 

	 Panel:	 J. Robert Maxwell, Shareholder, Rogers Joseph 
			   O’Donnell

		  Dennis Raglin, Partner, Steptoe		
		  William Verick, CEO, Mateel Environmental Justice 
			   Foundation

		  Reuben Yeroushalmi, Attorney, Consumer Advocacy 
			   Group

                             
Bios
Greg Sperla
Partner, DLA Piper

Greg Sperla is a litigator and regulatory attorney protecting clients in complex litigation and 
regulatory enforcement matters. He is focused on the science of consumer products, food 
and beverages, and is broadly experienced in domestic and global regulation of consumer 
goods and disputes. On behalf of manufacturers, distributors and retailers, Mr. Sperla 
has conducted trials and appeals and defended matters against local, state, and federal 
agencies.
Mr. Sperla has advised companies of all sizes, including startups and Fortune 500s in 
dozens of industries, on matters involving California’s Proposition 65, consumer class 
actions, administrative proceedings, permitting and licensure, hazardous waste, regulatory 
enforcement, and product labeling and marketing rules, among other issues. He has also 
advised major trade associations on critical legislative and regulatory matters.
Mr. Sperla is an active litigator with significant experience in federal and state court, 
including the state’s busiest complex litigation departments. He is one of the few attorneys 
to have obtained a post-trial judgment requiring a Proposition 65 “bounty hunter” to pay 
costs to a defendant. His passion for both science and civil procedure is reflected in multiple 
publications, presentations, and panels on cutting-edge issues affecting California litigants 
and a wide array of companies.
Experience

•	Obtained the voluntarily dismissal of a consumer class action concerning false 
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advertising and material omissions relating to the falsely alleged presence of PFAS in a cosmetic based 
on unreliable testing
•	Obtained summary judgment for an OTC drug manufacturer in a Proposition 65 case alleging failure to 
warn of exposure to heavy metals
•	Obtained the voluntary dismissal of a consumer class action against a toy manufacturer that falsely 
alleged the presence of a regulated phthalate based on unreliable testing
•	As co-counsel for a major trade association, obtained a preliminary injunction against enforcement 
actions under Proposition 65 alleging failure to warn for titanium dioxide (TiO2) exposure in cosmetics 
and personal care products
•	Represented a Fortune 500 consumer product company at trial and on appeal in a Proposition 
65 lawsuit that resulted in a judgment for the company and an award of costs from the plaintiff, a 
Proposition 65 “bounty hunter”
•	Obtained a non-prosecution commitment for an industrial equipment manufacturer from the 
Enforcement Division of the California Air Resources Board
•	Persuaded multiple state agencies, including the California Office of Environmental Health Hazard 
Assessment and California Department of Agricultural to adopt regulations or modify policies for 
manufacturer or trade association clients
•	Obtained the withdrawal of or agreement not to prosecute dozens of pre-litigation notices of violations 
of Proposition 65 and the California Consumer Legal Remedies Act
•	Negotiated the record lowest settlement of a Proposition 65 matter with prolific Proposition 65 bounty 
hunter Shefa LMV
•	Negotiated numerous unique, industry-leading Proposition 65 settlements for Fortune 500 companies, 
including a novel settlement for the tea industry approved over the objections of the California Attorney 
General
•	Advised both upstream and downstream companies in contract negotiations and indemnity disputes, 
and prepared dozens of client-tailored supplier agreements and other documents
•	Assisted both startups and multinational corporations on the preparation, drafting, and implementation 
of compliance programs for a wide variety of regulatory schemes and the investigation and assessment 
of potential regulatory violations
•	Assisted in the successful development of dozens of new consumer products, including advice as to 
state and federal marketing and labeling, formulations, supply chain, and packaging issues, among 
others
•	Coordinated the simultaneous transfer of over 100 licenses and permits in several states involving 
over a dozen regulatory agencies on behalf of the purchaser of a West Coast pest control and pesticide 
business

J. Robert Maxwell
Shareholder, Rogers Joseph O’Donnell

James Robert Maxwell is a shareholder specializing in retail trade and complex commercial litigation. Mr. 
Maxwell is a member of the firm’s Trade Regulation, Complex Commercial Litigation and Environmental 
Law Practice Groups.  His practice areas include unfair trade, Proposition 65, white collar crime, govern-
ment contracts and medical device related litigation.  He practices in state and federal court and has 
handled mediations, arbitrations and representations before various administrative tribunals.  He also 
provides regulatory advice to clients in all these areas.
Professional Qualifications
With over 25 years of experience, Mr. Maxwell specializes in complex civil and criminal litigation and in 
providing regulatory advice.  His litigation and counseling practice focuses mainly on unfair trade practices, 
Proposition 65 and medical device related litigation.  Mr. Maxwell is widely recognized for representing 
national and regional retailers and distributors in antitrust, unfair business practices, Proposition 65, and 
other consumer protection litigation in state and federal court.  He has extensive experience responding to 
prosecutions for unfair trade practices brought by the State Attorney General’s office, local District Attor-
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neys, and the private plaintiff’s bar.  
Mr. Maxwell also has considerable white collar crime experience handling internal investigations for FDA-
regulated medical device and pharmaceutical companies, and in ensuing civil litigation.  His government 
contracts experience includes representing large and small contractors in disputes with the federal govern-
ment and in federal, state and locally funded public works and public transit projects.
As part of his practice, Mr. Maxwell advises clients on regulatory compliance issues.  He has significant 
experience advising clients on internet sales, and issues affecting sales of regulated products including 
alcohol and tobacco.  He is an active member of the State Bar’s Antitrust and Unfair Competition Law Sec-
tion.
Education

J.D., University of Michigan Law School
B.A., Texas Christian University
Cum Laude
Institute of European Studies, Paris, France

Dennis Raglin
Partner, Steptoe

Dennis Raglin is chair of Steptoe’s Prop 65 and Consumer Chemicals group. Dennis tries Prop 65 cases. 
Since 2022, he has tried two Prop 65 food cases, securing defense decisions in both, and was hired as 
a consultant to the successful trial defense team on a third case. He is set to co-try a fourth case set in 
December. He was also part of the team achieving victory at the California Court of Appeals establishing 
federal law preempts Prop 65 warnings for generic over-the-counter medication. His clients include 
manufactures, distributors and retailers large and small in a variety of industries, and he also counsels 
clients on a range of consumer chemical regulations, including recycling and packaging, green chemistry, 
PFAS and personal care, cosmetics and cleaning products. Dennis frequently writes and speaks on these 
topics and hosts the “Compliance Science” webinar series where he demystifies and shares trial insights 
about how proper exposure assessments and lab testing win cases.

William Verick
CEO, Mateel Environmental Justice Foundation

Bill Verick has been bringing Proposition 65 enforcement actions since 1995.  He has been lead counsel 
in a series of industry-wide settlements that set reformulation standards for dioxin-like chemicals in fish 
oil supplements, lead in the insulation for electrical wires, lead in maple syrup, and lead in crystal drink 
ware.  Recently, he was part of a team that used Proposition 65’s discharge to drinking water prohibition 
to make ATT remove 20 tons of lead telecommunications cable that ATT had abandoned on the bottom of 
Lake Tahoe.  Bill also just finished and 8 year litigation odyssey against the Ukiah Rifle & Pistol Club to get 
the gun club to stop using leaded ammunition at its facility above Sulphur Creek, a tributary to the Russian 
River.  The trial took fifteen days.  The matter has been submitted and is awaiting a ruling from Mendocino 
Superior Court.

Reuben Yeroushalmi
Attorney, Consumer Advocacy Group

Reuben Yeroushalmi is a litigator dedicated to improving the community around him. Through his efforts 
in citizen enforcement and consumer activism, Reuben achieved environmental and consumer measures 
and changes in business practices that benefit consumers.
 
He has represented clients in Proposition 65 enforcement for close to thirty years in both the trial and 
appellate courts, with extensive experience in representative actions on behalf of the public and large 
classes of consumers. Reuben’s representation in the enforcement of Proposition 65 has caused hundreds 
of companies to reformulate toxic products and even more to provide warnings. He has also certified close 
to 20 class action cases.  Additionally, his litigation has resulted in financial reparations to consumers and 
charitable organizations. In addition to past contributions to the American Cancer Society, Sierra Club, and 
Center for Biological Diversity and others, pending settlements have received approval from the court to 
donate millions of dollars to charitable causes.


