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RSLs and Industry Standards for Listed
Chemicals: How Are They Developed and What
Do They Have to Do with Prop 65?

Moderator:  Rick Rothman, Partner, Morgan Lewis
Panel:  Pratik Ichhaporia, VP Technical Services, Eurofins

Conor O’Brien, Sustainability Policy Coordinator, American
Apparel & Footwear Assocaition

Tim Sherry, Sustainability Technical Manager, Hohenstein
USA

Nathaniel Sponsler, Group Director, AFIRM
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Rick Rothman
Partner, Morgan Lewis

Rick is a partner in the environmental practice at Morgan Lewis who counsels clients in a
number of different contexts, including enforcement actions, variance requests, permitting
and appeals, transactional diligence reviews, and meeting state and federal reporting
requirements and warning requirements.

Rick’s litigation practice involves the representation of clients from large corporations to
local agencies in matters before both federal and state courts. He has litigated cases
addressing alleged violations of most of the major environmental statutes, as well as cases
involving alleged common law violations and injuries arising from exposures to products and
chemicals regulated by those statutes.

His recent case load has included Clean Air Act enforcement matters, climate change
litigation, Superfund actions, enforcement of waste disposal requirements, Clean Water

Act discharges, Proposition 65 actions, multimedia enforcement, and chemical exposure
complaints. Rick has worked on greenhouse gas reporting, mitigation, and litigation matters,
and is a member of the firm’s Climate Change and Sustainability Working Group.

Rick has also applied his environmental knowledge to the appellate context. He has
represented clients in both state and federal courts of appeal, including Clean Air Act cases,
before the US Court of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit and a Proposition 65 case before the
California Court of Appeal, Third Appellate District.
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Prior to joining Morgan Lewis, Rick was a partner in the environmental practice of another international law
firm, where he served as a practice group leader and office managing partner of the Los Angeles office.

Pratik Ichhaporia
VP Technical Services, Eurofins

Dr. Pratik Ichhaporia is a recognized expert in quality, safety, and environmental issues affecting the
textiles, toys, and hardlines industries. As the Vice President of Technical Services for Consumer Product
Testing North America at Eurofins, Dr. Ichhaporia has extensive experience in guiding companies through
complex compliance landscapes. He leads efforts in developing and implementing robust compliance
programs, helping brands navigate regulatory challenges such as California Proposition 65, REACH, and
other chemical management regulations.

Dr. Ichhaporia’s work involves not only advising clients but also actively engaging with regulatory and
standards bodies like AATCC, ASTM, and ISO. He contributes to the development of standards that
shape industry practices, ensuring they align with evolving legislative and safety requirements. His hands-
on experience with compliance program implementation, legislative monitoring, and industry standards
development makes him uniquely positioned to address the compliance challenges facing today’s
consumer product companies.

Conor O’Brien
Sustainability Policy Coordinator, American Apparel & Footwear Association

Conor O’Brien joined AAFA’s policy team in 2024 as its Sustainability Policy Coordinator after completing
his Masters in Environmental Science and Policy at Columbia University. Prior to joining AAFA, Conor
worked for several years with the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency in Boston, where he engaged with
RCRA compliance, state coordination, climate adaptation planning, and environmental justice application.
Initially trained as a chemist at Princeton University, Conor combines scientific research with policy
analysis and application to provide holistic approaches to sustainable resource usage in pursuit of a more
circular economy. Conor supports the work of the AAFA Environmental Committee and AAFA Product
Safety Council by engaging with public and private stakeholders on issues of sustainability, product safety,
and chemical management germane to the apparel and footwear industry.

Tim Sherry
Sustainability Technical Manager, Hohenstein USA

Tim Sherry serves as the Sustainability Technical Manager for Hohenstein Institute America. In this role,
he works with retailers, brands and suppliers to improve the sustainability, chemical compliance, and
performance of their products.

Nathaniel Sponsler
Group Director, AFIRM

Nate is a consultant, attorney, and facilitator of apparel and footwear industry collaborative initiatives to
advance chemicals management and product quality testing. He serves as Director of the AFIRM Group
as well as Director of the recently founded Apparel + Footwear Quality Association (AFQA). Nate regularly
represents industry in front of EU and US lawmakers and regulators to support ambitious and pragmatic
policies for safer, more durable, and recyclable products.



