clearing

Prop. 65 Out-of-Court Settlements in 2024: Year in Review

PROPOSITION 65, CHEMICALS OF INTEREST, PRODUCTS OF INTEREST, LITIGATION
By FIONA SMITH, July 11, 2025

Correction: A previous version of this article inadvertently double-counted certain settlements and
therefore overcounted the total number of settlements. The original article listed 1,101 out-of-court
settlements. The correct number is 1,082. The previous version of the story listed 327 settlements for
plaintiffs Ema Bell, Gabriel Espinoza and Precilia Balabbo either alone or together, when the correct
amount is 306 settlements. The previous version of the story stated that there were 453 settlements
involving lead totaling $10.3 million, when the correct amount is 437 settlements worth $10 million.
The corrected article includes a few other minor corrections to the data and updated spreadsheet
links. Included is a clean version of the corrected article followed by a version where all the changes
are highlighted with the previously reported incorrect data in brackets. Proposition 65 Clearinghouse
regrets the errors.

There were 1,082 out-of-court Proposition 65 settlements reached in 2024 totaling $27.08 million,
according to filings with the California Attorney General's office. As with out-of-court settlements in
2023—which totaled slightly more at $27.56 million and numbered 1,102—the leading chemicals
included in the 2024 settlements were lead and Di(2-ethylhexyl)phthalate DEHP.

General Trends

The breakdown of the $27.08 million in total out-of-court settlements includes $3.54 million in total
civil penalties and $23.55 million in attorneys' fees. There were 41 settling plaintiffs and the average
settlement was worth $24,600. The largest two single settlements were each for $745,000 and
involved the plaintiff Jay Epps, who was represented by attorney Clifford Chanler. The settlements
alleged failure to warn for exposure to lead in products including solder wire and fishing weights. See
a list of all out-of-court settlements here? .

Plaintiff Trends

The plaintiffs with the most settlements in 2024 were:

« Ema Bell, Gabriel Espinoza and, Precila Balabbo reached 306 settlements, either alone or listed
together, worth $5.55 million. They were all represented by Evan Smith and the settlements
included chemicals such as DEHP, Bisphenol A (BPA), Diisononyl phthalate (DINP),
diethanolamine (DEA), chromium (hexavalent compounds), lead, and perfluorooctanoic acid
(PFOA);



* Environmental Health Advocates, represented by Entorno Law, reached 143 settlements worth
$3.3 million including the chemicals DEHP, Di-n-butyl phthalate (DBP) and DINP, DEA, cadmium,
lead, and mercury;

 Dennis Johnson, represented by Voorhees & Bailey, reached 83 settlements worth $1.37 million.
They involved the chemicals DBP, DEHP, and lead;

» Keep America Safe and Beautiful, represented by law firms including Seven Hills, KJT Law
Group, Stephanie Sy, and Manning Law, reached 74 settlements worth $1.7 million. They involved
the chemicals DEHP, DINP, and lead;

» CalSafe Research Center, represented by Manning Law, reached 44 settlements worth
$935,000. They all involved lead and lead compounds;

» CA Citizen Protection Group, represented by Khansari Law, reached 42 settlements worth
$993,000. They involved the chemicals DBP, DEHP, and DINP;

» Consumer Advocacy Group, represented by Reuben Yeroushalmi, reached 35 settlements worth
$2.88 million. They included the chemicals DEHP, DINP, cadmium and cadmium compounds, and
lead and lead compounds;

» Environmental Research Center, represented by Aqua Terra Aeris Law Group, reached 34
settlements worth $1 million. They involved cadmium, lead and lead compounds, mercury and
mercury compounds, and PFOA;

* Micheal DiPirro, represented by Jeremy Fietz and the Law Office of David R. Bush, reached 31
settlements worth $1.4 million. They involved DEHP, DINP, and lead and lead compounds;

* Ramy Eden, represented by Jarrett Charo, reached 30 settlements worth $1.4 million all
involving unleaded gasoline (wholly vaporized) at gas stations;

* Ecological Alliance and Green Initiative, both represented by Custodio & Dubey, reached a
combined total of 33 settlements worth $418,000. They involved chemicals including DEHP, DBP,
DINP, lead, and PFOA,;

» Sandra Assareh, represented by Gil Alvandi, reached 27 settlements worth $367,000 all
involving unleaded gasoline (wholly vaporized) at gas stations.

See details on the individual settlements, the defendants involved, and injunctive terms here? .
Chemical Trends

The top chemical involved in out-of-court settlements in 2024 was lead, with 437 settlements totaling
$10 million. The settlements included a wide range of products and foods including: ceramic mugs,
trays, food containers and glassware with exterior designs, metal and glass frames, trays, boxes and
candleholders, soldering wire, and various foods including dietary supplements, pasta, crackers, and
noodle bowls. The plaintiffs with the most lead settlements were:

* Ema Bell, Gabriel Espinoza, and Precila Balabbo, either alone or listed together, on 142
settlements;



* Environmental Health Advocates with 89 settlements;
» Keep America Safe and Beautiful with 23 settlements;
» Consumer Rights Advocates with 23 settlements.

Following lead was DEHP, with 251 settlements totaling $5.7 million. The settlements included
products such as: various types of bags, product cases, bath pillows, covers, shoes, tools with vinyl or
PVC grips, and vinyl coated cables. The plaintiffs with the most DEHP settlements were:

* Ema Bell, Gabriel Espinoza, and Precila Balabbo, either alone or listed together, on 73
settlements;

» Keep America Safe and Beautiful with 43 settlements;
» CA Citizen Protection Group with 33 settlements;

» Sara Hammond with 20 settlements;

» Consumer Advocacy Group with 15 settlements.

The following are the other most common chemicals in 2024 out-of-court settlements:

* Lead and lead compounds with 84 settlements totaling $2.86 million. The settlements included
products such as lead wire, lead solder, and various foods including dried fruit, dried mushrooms,
nuts, protein powders, capers, sardines, and dietary supplements. Of the 84 settlements, 44 were
reached by CalSafe Research Center and another 20 by Environmental Research Center;

» Unleaded gasoline (wholly vaporized) with 57 settlements totaling $1.8 million all involving
unleaded gasoline at gas stations. Of the 57 settlements, 30 were reached by Ramy Eden and the
other 27 with Sandra Assareh;

* Diethanolamine (DEA) with 51 settlements totaling $1.2 million. The settlements included
personal care products such as mascara, face masks, hair gel, lotion, hand soap, and facial
scrubs. Of the 51 settlements, 29 involved plaintiffs Ema Bell, Gabriel Espinoza, Precila Balabbo,
and Anthony Ferreiro, either alone or listed together and all represented by Evan Smith. Another
19 involved Environmental Health Advocates;

» Chromium (hexavalent compounds) with 35 settlements worth $588,500. The settlements
involved products such as gloves, belts, aprons, and wallets. All the settlements involved Gabriel
Espinoza, Ema Bell, Precila Balabbo, and Anthony Ferriero either alone or listed together;

» Diisononyl phthalate (DINP) with 30 settlements worth $911,000. They involved products
including: belts, sandals, shoes, pouches, and bags;

* Perfluorooctanoic Acid (PFOA) with 21 settlements worth $385,000. They involved products
including hats, jackets, umbrellas, and dietary supplements;



* Bisphenol A (BPA) with 19 settlements worth $386,500. They involved products including shoes
and phone cases. Of the 19 settlements, 17 are with Ema Bell, Precila Balabbo, and Gabriel
Espinoza either alone or together;

» Cadmium with 17 settlements worth $560,875. They involved foods including spinach products,
chips, and crackers;

* Di-n-butyl phthalate (DBP) with 16 settlements worth $352,000. They involved products including
salt and pepper shakers with PVC components, sandals, and eyelash curlers.

There were 191 settlements involving food. The most common chemicals included in the settlements
were:

* Lead and lead compounds with 72 settlements;
* Lead with 62 settlements;

» There were another 17 settlements involving lead or lead and lead compounds in combination
with cadmium, cadmium and cadmium compounds, or mercury and mercury compounds;

¢ Cadmium with 17 settlements.

See details on the out-of-court settlements related to chemicals here® .

Article version with highlighted corrections:

There were 1,082 [1,101] out-of-court Proposition 65 settlements reached in 2024 totaling $27.08
million, according to filings with the California Attorney General's office. As with out-of-court
settlements in 2023—which totaled slightly more at $27.56 million and numbered 1,102—the leading
chemicals included in the 2024 settlements were lead and Di(2-ethylhexyl)phthalate DEHP.

General Trends

The breakdown of the $27.08 million in total out-of-court settlements includes $3.54 million in total
civil penalties and $23.55 million in attorneys' fees. There were 41 settling plaintiffs and the average
settlement was worth $24,600. The largest two single settlements were each for $745,000 and
involved the plaintiff Jay Epps, who was represented by attorney Clifford Chanler. The settlements
alleged failure to warn for exposure to lead in products including solder wire and fishing weights. See
a list of all out-of-court settlements here® % .

Plaintiff Trends

The plaintiffs with the most settlements in 2024 were:

* Ema Bell, Gabriel Espinoza and, Precila Balabbo reached 306 [327] settlements, either alone or



listed together, worth $5.55 million. They were all represented by Evan Smith and the settlements
included chemicals such as DEHP, Bisphenol A (BPA), Diisononyl phthalate (DINP),
diethanolamine (DEA), chromium (hexavalent compounds), lead, and perfluorooctanoic acid
(PFOA);

» Environmental Health Advocates, represented by Entorno Law, reached 143 [142] settlements
worth $3.3 million including the chemicals DEHP, Di-n-butyl phthalate (DBP) and DINP, DEA,
cadmium, lead, and mercury;

 Dennis Johnson, represented by Voorhees & Bailey, reached 83 settlements worth $1.37 million.
They involved the chemicals DBP, DEHP, and lead;

» Keep America Safe and Beautiful, represented by law firms including Seven Hills, KJT Law
Group, Stephanie Sy, and Manning Law, reached 74 settlements worth $1.7 million. They involved
the chemicals DEHP, DINP, and lead;

» CalSafe Research Center, represented by Manning Law, reached 44 settlements worth
$935,000. They all involved lead and lead compounds;

» CA Citizen Protection Group, represented by Khansari Law, reached 42 settlements worth
$993,000. They involved the chemicals DBP, DEHP, and DINP;

» Consumer Advocacy Group, represented by Reuben Yeroushalmi, reached 35 settlements worth
$2.88 million. They included the chemicals DEHP, DINP, cadmium and cadmium compounds, and
lead and lead compounds;

» Environmental Research Center, represented by Aqua Terra Aeris Law Group, reached 34
settlements worth $1 million. They involved cadmium, lead and lead compounds, mercury and
mercury compounds, and PFOA;

* Micheal DiPirro, represented by Jeremy Fietz and the Law Office of David R. Bush, reached 31
[32] settlements worth $1.4 million. They involved DEHP, DINP, and lead and lead compounds;

* Ramy Eden, represented by Jarrett Charo, reached 30 settlements worth $1.4 million all
involving unleaded gasoline (wholly vaporized) at gas stations;

* Ecological Alliance and Green Initiative, both represented by Custodio & Dubey, reached a
combined total of 33 settlements worth $418,000. They involved chemicals including DEHP, DBP,
DINP, lead, and PFOA,;

» Sandra Assareh, represented by Gil Alvandi, reached 27 settlements worth $367,000 all
involving unleaded gasoline (wholly vaporized) at gas stations.

See details on the individual settlements, the defendants involved, and injunctive terms here”
6)

Chemical Trends

The top chemical involved in out-of-court settlements in 2024 was lead, with 437 [453] settlements
totaling $10 million [$10.3 million]. The settlements included a wide range of products and foods
including: ceramic mugs, trays, food containers and glassware with exterior designs, metal and glass
frames, trays, boxes and candleholders, soldering wire, and various foods including dietary



supplements, pasta, crackers, and noodle bowls. The plaintiffs with the most lead settlements were:

* Ema Bell, Gabriel Espinoza, and Precila Balabbo, either alone or listed together, on 142 [158]
settlements;

* Environmental Health Advocates with 89 [88] settlements;
» Keep America Safe and Beautiful with 23 settlements;
» Consumer Rights Advocates with 23 settlements.

Following lead was DEHP, with 251 [256] settlements totaling $5.7 million [$5.8 million]. The
settlements included products such as: various types of bags, product cases, bath pillows, covers,
shoes, tools with vinyl or PVC grips, and vinyl coated cables. The plaintiffs with the most DEHP
settlements were:

« Ema Bell, Gabriel Espinoza, and Precila Balabbo, either alone or listed together, on 73 [78]
settlements;

» Keep America Safe and Beautiful with 43 settlements;
» CA Citizen Protection Group with 33 settlements;

» Sara Hammond with 20 settlements;

» Consumer Advocacy Group with 15 settlements.

The following are the other most common chemicals in 2024 out-of-court settlements:

* Lead and lead compounds with 84 settlements totaling $2.86 million. The settlements included
products such as lead wire, lead solder, and various foods including dried fruit, dried mushrooms,
nuts, protein powders, capers, sardines, and dietary supplements. Of the 84 settlements, 44 were
reached by CalSafe Research Center and another 20 by Environmental Research Center;

» Unleaded gasoline (wholly vaporized) with 57 settlements totaling $1.8 million all involving
unleaded gasoline at gas stations. Of the 57 settlements, 30 were reached by Ramy Eden and the
other 27 with Sandra Assareh;

* Diethanolamine (DEA) with 51 settlements totaling $1.2 million. The settlements included
personal care products such as mascara, face masks, hair gel, lotion, hand soap, and facial
scrubs. Of the 51 settlements, 29 involved plaintiffs Ema Bell, Gabriel Espinoza, Precila Balabbo,
and Anthony Ferreiro, either alone or listed together and all represented by Evan Smith. Another
19 involved Environmental Health Advocates;

* Chromium (hexavalent compounds) with 35 [36] settlements worth $588,500 [$589,000]. The
settlements involved products such as gloves, belts, aprons, and wallets. All the settlements



involved Gabriel Espinoza, Ema Bell, Precila Balabbo, and Anthony Ferriero either alone or listed
together;

* Diisononyl phthalate (DINP) with 30 settlements worth $911,000. They involved products
including: belts, sandals, shoes, pouches, and bags;

* Perfluorooctanoic Acid (PFOA) with 21 settlements worth $385,000. They involved products
including hats, jackets, umbrellas, and dietary supplements;

* Bisphenol A (BPA) with 19 [20] settlements worth $386,500 [$412,000]. They involved products
including shoes and phone cases. Of the 19 [20] settlements, 17 [18] are with Ema Bell, Precila
Balabbo, and Gabriel Espinoza either alone or together;

» Cadmium with 17 [16] settlements worth $560,875 [$535,000]. They involved foods including
spinach products, chips, and crackers;

* Di-n-butyl phthalate (DBP) with 16 settlements worth $352,000. They involved products including
salt and pepper shakers with PVC components, sandals, and eyelash curlers.

There were 191 settlements involving food. The most common chemicals included in the settlements
were:

* Lead and lead compounds with 72 settlements;
* Lead with 62 [63] settlements;

» There were another 17 settlements involving lead or lead and lead compounds in combination
with cadmium, cadmium and cadmium compounds, or mercury and mercury compounds;

e Cadmium with 17 [16] settlements.

See details on the out-of-court settlements related to chemicals here? ® .

Resources for this article

1. See a list of all out-of-court settlements here
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/e/2PACX-1vQmjhdavf4lQHY351tSZC538d-
FKUSEsfAHzS7L8j5LUzotBKTIrseFjrirt-3EWVRInhwptZz7dlY 7/pubhtml?gid=1674253320&single=true

2. See details on the individual settlements, the defendants involved, and injunctive terms here
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/e/2PACX-1vQmjhdavf4lQHY351tSZC538d-
FKUSEsfAHzS7L8j5LUzotBKTIrseFjrlrt-3EWVRInhwptZz7dlY 7/pubhtml?gid=300772971&single=true

3. See details on the out-of-court settlements related to chemicals here
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/e/2PACX-1vQmjhdavf4lQHY351tSZC538d-
FKUSEsfAHzS7L8j5LUzotBKTIrseFjrirt-3EWVRInhwptZz7dlY7/pubhtml?gid=2143239718&single=true

4. See a list of all out-of-court settlements here
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/e/2PACX-1vQmjhdavf4lQHY 351tSZC538d-



FKkUSEsfAHzS7L8j5LUzotBKTIrseFjrirt-3EWVRInhwptZz7dlY7/pubhtml?gid=1674253320&single=true

5. See details on the individual settlements, the defendants involved, and injunctive terms here
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/e/2PACX-1vQmjhdavf4lQHY351tSZC538d-
FKUSEsfAHzS7L8j5LUzotBKTIrseFjrirt-3EWVRInhwptZz7dlY7/pubhtml?gid=300772971&single=true

6. See details on the out-of-court settlements related to chemicals here
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/e/2PACX-1vQmjhdavf4lQHY351tSZC538d-
FKUSEsfAHzS7L8j5LUzotBKTIrseFjrirt-3EWVRInhwptZz7dlY7/pubhtml?gid=2143239718&single=true



