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Prop. 65 In-Court Settlements 2024: Year in Review

PROPOSITION 65, PRODUCTS OF INTEREST, CHEMICALS OF INTEREST, LITIGATION
By FIONA SMITH, July 29, 2025

There were 305 in-court Proposition 65 settlements reached in 2024 totaling $76.3 million, according
to filings with the California Attorney General's office. As in recent years, the most common chemicals
included in the settlements were Di(2-ethylhexyl)phthalate (DEHP), lead, or lead and lead
compounds. But both the number of settlements and the total value of the settlements shot up in
2024. More than half of the year's total settlement amount came from one plaintiff that reached 21
settlements worth more than $39 million involving chromium (hexavalent compounds) and leather
goods.

For comparison, in 2023 there were 241 settlements totaling $23.2 million and in 2022 there were 156
settlements worth $10.36 million. [For details on the out-of-court settlement trends in 2024, see Prop.
65 Out-of-Court Settlements in 2024: Year in Review? , July 11, 2025].

General Trends

The breakdown of the $76.3 million in settlements includes $10.7 million in total civil penalties, $7.9
million in other payments, and $57.7 million in attorneys' fees. There were 31 settling plaintiffs and the
average settlement was worth $252,000. The median settlement was $47,000 and the most common
settlement amount was $2.23 million. The largest 17 settlements in 2024 were all for $2.23 million,
alleging a failure to warn about chromium (hexavalent compounds) in leather goods. All those
settlements involved the plaintiff Center for Environmental Health, represented by Lexington Law
Group. Another major portion of the total settlement value for 2024 came from another seven
settlements, each for $2.08 million, that the Center for Environmental Health reached involving an
alleged failure to warn about bisphenol-A (BPA) in socks. See a list of all in-court settlements
here? .

Plaintiff Trends
The plaintiffs with the most in-court settlements in 2024 were:

Environmental Research Center Inc. reached 46 settlements worth $5.1 million. It was represented by
Michael Freund & Associates, Charles Poss, Aqua Terra Aeris Law Group, and Wraith Law. The
settlements included chemicals such as arsenic (inorganic arsenic compounds), cadmium, lead and
lead compounds, and mercury and mercury compounds; Keep America Safe and Beautiful reached
38 settlements worth $1.1 million. It was represented by KJT Law Group LLP, Seven Hills LLP,
Stephanie Sy, and Manning Law APC. The settlements included chemicals such as cadmium, lead,
DEHP, and Di-n-butyl phthalate (DBP); Center for Environmental Health reached 35 settlements worth



$54.6 million. It was represented by Lexington Law Group. The settlements included chemicals such
as acrylamide, BPA, chromium (hexavalent compounds), N-Nitrosodimethylamine, and
perfluorooctane sulfonate (PFOS); Consumer Advocacy Group reached 33 settlements worth $6.9
million. It was represented by Reuben Yeroushalmi. The settlements included chemicals such as
arsenic, cadmium, DEHP, Diisononyl phthalate (DINP), and lead; Ema Bell reached 23 settlements
worth $580,000. She was represented by Evan Smith of Brodsky & Smith. The settlements included
chemicals such as BPA, cadmium, DEHP, and diethanolamine; Precila Balabbo reached 21
settlements worth $889,000. She was represented by Evan Smith of Brodsky & Smith. The
settlements included chemicals such as BPA, coconut oil diethanolamine condensate (cocamide
diethanolamine), and DEHP; Gabriel Espinoza reached 19 settlements worth $699,000. He was
represented by Evan Smith of Brodsky & Smith. The settlements included chemicals such as BPA,
chromium (hexavalent compounds), DEHP, Di-isodecyl phthalate (DIDP), and diethanolamine; CalSafe
Research Center, Inc. reached 14 settlements worth $320,000. It was represented by Manning Law.
The settlements all involved lead and lead compounds; Environmental Health Advocates reached 12
settlements worth $485,000. It was represented by Entorno Law. The settlements all involved titanium
dioxide (airborne, unbound particles of respirable size).

Click here for more details on the individual settlements, the defendants involved, and
injunctive terms? .

Chemical Trends

The top chemical involved in in-court settlements in 2024 was DEHP with 62 settlements totaling
$4.35 million. The settlements included products such as: safety vests, hand clamps, backpacks,
handbags, sandals, shin guards, tie downs, seats with PVC upholstery, vinyl flags, tote bags, three-
ring binders, and hair clips.

The plaintiffs with the most DEHP settlements were:

Keep America Safe and Beautiful with 17 settlements; Consumer Advocacy Group with 12
settlements; Precila Balabbo with 10 settlements.

There were a further eight settlements involving DEHP in combination with other phthalates, bringing
the grand total to 70 settlements worth $4.9 million.

Following DEHP was lead with 35 settlements worth $1.5 million. The settlements included products
and foods including: ceramic mugs, ceramic fragrance warmers, metal and glass lanterns, tire
pressure gauges, crackers, spring roll wrappers, and garlic powder. The plaintiffs with the most lead
settlements were:

Keep America Safe and Beautiful with nine settlements; Precila Balabbo with four settlements.

Settlements involving lead and lead compounds followed closely behind with 33 settlements valued at
$2.1 million. They included foods such as rice noodles, tamarind paste, spicy mango, pickled ginger,
green chile, dried mushrooms, dietary supplements, and squeeze yogurt. The plaintiffs with the most
settlements involving lead and lead compounds were:

Environmental Research Center with 15 settlements; CalSafe Research Center with 14 settlements.
There was a grand total of 113 settlements worth $10 million involving lead and/or lead and lead

compounds in combination with cadmium, cadmium and cadmium compounds, mercury and mercury
compounds, arsenic (inorganic arsenic compounds), and arsenic (inorganic oxides).



There were 27 settlements involving chromium (hexavalent compounds), also called chrome-6, worth
$41 million involving leather goods including leather footwear, leather gloves, and batting gloves. The
plaintiffs with the most settlements involving chrome-6 were:

Center for Environmental Health with 21 settlements; Gabriel Espinoza with five settlements.

In the one remaining chrome-6 settlement, Communities for a Better Environment, which was joined
by the California Attorney General's office, reached a $1.3 million settlement with an Oakland metal
foundry to resolve allegations that it was failing to warn about releases of chrome-6 into the air [see
AG and Environmental Group Reach $1.3 Million Prop. 65 Settlement with Metal Foundry® , July
30, 2024].

The following are the other most common chemicals in 2024 out-of-court settlements:

BPA with 23 settlements totaling $15.1 million. The settlements included storage bins, glasses,
leggings, socks, and phone cases. Of the 23 settlements, 14 were with Anthony Ferreiro, the Estate of
Donatus McCoy, Ema Bell, Gabriel Espinoza, and Precila Balabbo—all who are represented by Evan
Smith. The remaining nine settlements were with Center for Environmental Health; Lead and lead
compounds combined with mercury and mercury compounds with 21 settlements totaling $2.8
million. The settlements involved dietary supplements and fruit juice concentrates. All the settlements
were reached by Environmental Research Center; DINP with 14 settlements totaling $877,000. The
settlements included cosmetic bags, bathmats, tools with vinyl/PVC handles, and cables; Titanium
dioxide (airborne, unbound particles of respirable size) with 11 settlements totaling $435,000. The
settlements involved eyeshadow, pressed powder, and blush. All of the settlements were reached by
Environmental Health Advocates; Diethanolamine with nine settlements totaling $248,000. The
settlements included hand sanitizer, mascara, face masks, liquid foundation, and aloe vera gel. The
settlements were reached by Anthony Ferreiro, Ema Bell, Gabriel Espinoza, and Precila Balabbo—all
who are represented by Evan Smith.

There were 115 settlements involving food. The most common chemicals included in the settlements
were:

Lead and lead compounds with 33 settlements; Lead with 21 settlements; Lead and lead compounds,
and mercury and mercury compounds with 21 settlements.

Click here for more details on chemicals and related in-court settlements® .
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